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For the period from 
July 15 to September 15, 1944 


THE SEASON 


BOSTON REGION Extreme heat and drought 
characterized the entire summer; from August 11- 

the temperature rose to 97° or higher every 
single day. Birds 
were not affected, 
and the early 
southward migra- 
tion of land birds 
continued to be a 
feature of the 
season. 

Fortunately the 
general heat was 
broken by an 

number of cool spells with northwest 
These caused notable waves of land-bird 
migrants on August 6, 20, 25-26, September 3, 9. 

There is no definite record of a greater variety or 
abundance of land birds in eastern Massachusetts 
at this season, and it was indeed a banner year for 
the field ornithologist. In Essex County, north of 
Boston, parties recorded 107 species on August 25 
and 112 on September g. Reversing the normal 
state of affairs, the writer saw 31 species of warblers, 
more than he found in spring. 

Monomoy peninsula taken 
armed forces as a practice ground for airplane 
bombing and machine gunning, and was closed to 
the public from June 15 on. A prize locality for 
pelagic sea birds, terns and shore birds and a great 
atural “trap” for land-bird migrants was thereby 
removed from ornithological circulation. 
numbers by mid-September, 
early records of gadwall and shoveller. Re- 
markable gatherings of wood ducks noted in sev- 
tral favorite marshes. 

Rails—Apparently a most successful season, with 
king rails reported at Lynnfield, Essex County, 
throughout the period; the Virginia notably com- 
mon; a bumper flight of soras in early September. 
\ yellow rail was actually seen with a sora nearby 


musual 
winds. 


was over by the 


Anatinae — Good 
with 


on August 31: (Griscom, et al). Gallinules nested 
at Lynnfield and migrants appeared at other points 
in early September. 

Shore Birds—The fall migration began as usual 
the first week in July. There was a good peak of 
adults in late July and early August, but no marked 
second peak in late August or early September, 
with numbers declining rapidly after September 9. 
The Hudsonian curlew and black-bellied plover 
continued the increase of recent years, but the 
numbers of the majority of the commoner species 
have now been stabilized for some years. The only 
two in poor numbers were the stilt and pectoral 
sandpipers; the drought may well account for it. 
The Hudsonian godwit was occasional from July 
18 on. More marbled godwits than in several years. 
There was a great flight of western willets, which 
occurred everywhere in numbers and often in real 
flocks. The western sandpiper was more numerous 
than ever before known in New England; in early 
September 25-100 per trip. All the rarer species 
were reported — Wilson’s phalarope (4x), buff- 
breasted sandpiper (gx), even a ruff on Martha’s 
Vineyard (Mrs. Wakeman), 

Gulls and Terns—A continued increase of ring- 
billed gulls. An adult European black-headed gull 
joined the little gull in Newburyport Harbor on 
August gi, continuously present thereafter. No 
comparable data are at hand as regards the num- 
bers of laughing gulls, common and roseate terns 
on Cape Cod. There were notably few black terns. 
The jaeger flight was particularly poor, but com- 
parable data are again lacking. 

Hawks — Good flights of marsh and Cooper’s 
hawks. 

Land Birds—As already remarked, a banner mi- 
gration during August and early September, with 
a maximum variety of species and individuals. 
Cuckoos and flycatchers were notably numerous. 
The coastal migration of the tree swallow was truly 
spectacular. Most of the veeries departed south the 


nights of August 24 and 25; olive-backed and gray- 
cheeked thrushes poured overhead the night of 
September 8. The number of migrant shrikes was 
exceptional. Warblers were numerous, and all the 
rarer species were recorded. For the third fall in 
succession Cape Mays were almost common, and 
this year the Tennessee followed suit; I saw more 
individuals than the preceding 16 years combined. 
There were even fall records for the white-eyed 
vireo (2), chat (1) and blue-winged warbler (2 
north of Boston). Carolina wrens and mocking- 
birds turned up in various places. Mr. and Mrs. 
Roger Ernst had more than their usual quota of 
gnatcatchers at Manomet. 

The great event of the season was a severe hur- 
ricane on September 14 which, after lashing the 
coast of Rhode Island, turned northeast and devas- 
tated Cape Cod before passing out to sea. The loss 
of bird life was impressive; dead gulls, herons and 
shore birds were found by numerous persons and 
land birds virtually disappeared from the south 
shore of the Cape. At Sears Point, Chatham, on 
Friday, September 15, 2 song sparrows were all 
that I could find to represent a reasonable variety 
of species and individuals. The starling was almost 
annihilated. In an area from Eastham to Chatham 
and west to Harwich and Brewster, I found only 
go individuals in three days of motoring in late 
September, whereas many hundreds should have 
been seen per trip. 


The invasion of southern species was spectacular, 


and without precedent in New England ornithol- 
ogy, and proves once again the tendency that hur- 
ricane-blown vagrants are carried to the northern 
limits of the area affected or just a little beyond 


it. For the sake of uniformity I join other Season 
editors in presenting a brief digest here. 

1. Least tern—last noted on Cape Cod, Septem- 
ber 3; 2 on September 17 at Nauset. Several north 
to Kent Island, New Brunswick! 

2. Caspian tern—an along the 
coast of Massachusetts and Rhode Island; 
inland records, and a maximum of 17 in one flock. 


é 


invasion entire 


several 


3. Royal tern—Two on the coast of Rhode Island 
with Caspians (Mrs. Warren A. Ball, Richard 
Bowen). Two on Cape Cod (Griscom, Hill). 

j. Gull-billed tern—Two on the coast of Rhode 
Island (Bowen, Emerson). One at Nauset, Cape 
Cod (Hill, Griscom) 

5. Sooty tern flock of Nantucket 
(Ralph Brown). Flock of 12 in Narragansett Bay 
(Bowen). 


15-20 On 


6. Wilson's plover—two on Plum Island, Massa- 


chusetts (Griscom). 


7. Black 


the Rhode 
birds on the 


thousand birds on 
thousand 
flocks 


maximum of 300 at 


skimmer—at least a 
Island 


Massachusetts 


coast; well over one 


coast; scattered 


along the Maine coast, with a 


New Brunswick 
of Comparative 


Island, 
Museum 


Blue Hill; 50 at Kent 
LUDLOW GRISCOM, 
Zoology, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


NEW YORK REGION From the start of the 
period and up until the second week in Septem 
ber temperatures were rather consistently above 
normal and at 
the same time the 
rainfall was con- 
siderably _ below 
that expected so 
that drought con- 
ditions of  con- 
siderable severity 


Sovtherm 


prevailed ovei 


most of the area. 
These conditions resulted in a lowered water-table 
so that many swamp areas dried and became un 
suitable for birds requiring marsh conditions thus 
causing some shifts in local populations. 

Tropical hurricanes occurred during the period 
The first was early in July and, although it did 
not reach the continental coast, it apparently had 
its effect on bird distribution, bringing some ol 
the southern water birds far north of their normal 
range. We have one such record, that of a 
tern found dead on the beach at Surf City, N. J 
(Vail). The specimen was saved and identification 
confirmed by Dr. R. C. Murphy. 

The second hurricane reached this region on 
September 14 and for several hours the coast was 
lashed by northeast, north then 
winds which reached a maximum of 81: m. p. h 
Ihe effect of this latter storm on bird life was not 
marked and there were few reports of unusual 
occurrences. Wind direction along this part of the 
coast may have been the this. Imme 
diately after the storm had passed Caspian terns 
were seen in unusual numbers at a number ol 
points on Long Island. Black skimmers too were 
blown about a bit for reports indicate them in 
greatly increased numbers at some localities; sev 
eral hundred at Plum Beach, L. I. (Elliott) and 
others appear in new localities, yo at Fairfield 
Conn., September 15  (C. K. Nichols). A Leach’: 
petrel found dead on the beach at Orient on the 
day after the hurricane (Latham) adds to the few 
existing records of this bird for the region. 

Reports indicate that there have been 
“white herons” than usual this summer but at the 
uncompleted airfield at Idlewild there has been 4 
than 


sooly 


and northwest 


reason for 


lewe! 


great concentration of shore birds, greater 
any that has been observed in this region for man 
vears. At this point on western Long Island the 
records include golden plover, more numerous than 
for many years, Baird's severa 
weeks from August 26, 


sandpiper, for 
northern phalarope, se’ 
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eral (Komorowski) and Wilson’s phalaropes, 2. 
September 3 (Poor). On this same date 3 Wilson’s 
phalaropes were observed at Tuckerton, N. J. 
(Vv. I. and R. D. Ross). There are several reports 
of marbled godwits from Long Island where these 
birds seem more numerous than for many years 
past (Elliott). Four others are reported at Surf 
City, N. J., on August 25 (Vail). At Idlewild a 
record of willets was kept which shows 46 daily 
for two weeks then increasing to a maximum of 
80 on September 15 (Komorowski). 

The gull and tern colonies of eastern Long 
Island were well populated. These birds bred suc- 
cessfully at Orient (Latham) and at Moriches and 
Shinnecock (Wilcox). For Cartwright Island this 
observer reports 150 common terns, a few roseates 
and a pair of black-backed gulls. At Gardner’s 
Island two colonies of herring gulls, with estimated 
populations of 1200 at one and 300 at the other. 
From all points along the coast of our region black 
terns are reported far more numerous than usually 
found in their summer flight. 

On Long Island the first land bird, recognized 
as a returning migrant northern water- 
thrush on July 26 (Elliott), The flight of chimney 
swifts reached its peak at Long Branch, N. J., on 
September 5 and the maximum day for tree swal- 
lows at this point was September 7 (Seeley). Prac- 
tically all of the nighthawk flight occurred between 
September 2 and 10. Olive-sided flycatchers seem 
more numerous in migration than in former years. 
On Long Island mockingbirds are reported at 
Idlewild and at Jones Beach. There are several 
records from both Long Island and New Jersey of 
blue-gray gnatcatchers in late August and early 
September. More south-bound Tennessee warblers 
have been seen than in former years. Two golden- 
winged and one mourning warbler at Massapequa 
on August 14 (Elliott) and a Lawrence’s warbler 
at East Marion, L. I., on August 16 (Mrs. French) 
are noteworthy for date or occurrence on Long 
Island. From Long Island also come reports of a 
noticeable increase in the summer population of 
indigo buntings, this increase is noted from many 
separated points on both north and south shores. 
The nesting of the European goldfinches near 
Massapequa unfortunately cannot be considered 
successful. From the three nests found, each con- 
taining five eggs only one young is known to have 
survived. It is believed that, in one case, a second 
nesting occurred for a female accompanied by a 
male was observed gathering nesting material on 
July 16 (Elliott)—CuHartes K. NIcHOLs, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York 24, New 
York. 


Was a 


PHILADELPHIA REGION The drought and the 
heat wave (temperatures of over go° for 34 days 
this summer) ended abruptly on September 11 


FIELD NOTES 


with a northeast storm. 


This storm culminated, 
September 14, in a hur- 
ricane driven by a ninety 
mile gale. The hurricane 
hit the New Jersey coast, 
piling up waves twenty 
to thirty feet high on 
the barrier islands. It is 
reported to have been 


Cape Mey 
Atlantic 


the worse hurricane that 


New Jersey has ever ex- 
perienced. Rainfall for the week of September 11 
was about five inches. There wasa pitiful toll of bird 
life particularly coastwise. Observers noted more 
dead clapper rails than any other species. Appar- 
ently they were washed from the salt marshes to 
the beach. Dead birds found on a_ half-mile 
stretch of beach at Avalon, N. J., September 21: 
clapper rail, 18, black-crowned night heron, 4, great 
blue heron, 2, black duck, 1 (Culver). Reports 
from shore points, September 17, indicated a scar- 
city of birds. Gulls, always common, were few. 
Doubtless most of the hurricane-borne birds were 
caught in the storm center offshore and were 
blown farther north than New Jersey. However, 
there were a few interesting records, Princeton, 
N. J., September 17, 2 Caspian terns (Rogers), 
Beverly, N. J., September 23, 1 (Brown, et al), 
Cape May, N. J., September 22, 1 (Eckelberry); 
Warren Grove, N. J., September 17, royal tern in 
an exhausted condition (Coman, ef al) ; Stone Har- 
bor, N. J., September 21, 1 gull-billed tern (Cul- 
ver). 

POPULATION—Doubtless the dry summer pro- 
vided favorable breeding conditions for land and 
water birds. Summer residents and migrants in 
many cases appeared to be unusually abundant. 

Snowy egret—Stone Harbor, August 20, 14 (Man- 
ners, et al), 29 in Cape May County, August 29 
(Coman), 10 in Tuckerton, N. J., September 17 
(Jacobs, et al). 

Canada goose—Reports of the Canada goose in 
the summer are becoming more frequent. Seven 
were seen at Ocean View, N. J., July 13 (Fox). 

Hawks—The September migration of broad- 
winged and pigeon hawks was marked by many 
flocks of the former species at various points and 
a heavy movement of the latter at Cape May. 

Sora rail-A heavy flight in early September 
(many reports). Ten in view at one time, West- 
ville, N. J., September 10 (Manners) . 

Shore birds—About normal—a few unusual rec- 
ords: golden plover, several records of individual 
birds; marbled godwit, 1 at Stone Harbor, N. J., 
August 20 (Manners, et al), 1 at same point, Au- 
gust 29, (Coman), Anglesea, N. J., August 27, 2 
(Mohr); 2 oyster-catchers, Tuckers Beach, N. J., 
August 20 (Miller, et al); semipalmated sandpiper, 
23,000, August 6, Fish House, N. J. (Coman). 


| 


Nighthawk—Heavy in early 
‘Many more than 


Pur ple martin 


Hight September 
usual.” 
Berlin, N. J.. 
20,000 or more roosting. 
Bobolink—A fine fall flight 
in the wild rice marshes. 
Red-wing—Enormous 


September 3, some 
large flocks feeding 


Man- 
ners report 200,000 going to roost, early September, 
Westville, N. J. 

OTHER RECORDS OF INTEREST—Spring 
Lake, N. J., July 15, 1 male pied-billed grebe (Mil- 
ler); Tuckers Beach, N. J., August 20, old squaw 
1; the following were observed at Cape May, N. J.: 
August 27, olive-sided flycatcher 1; September 10, 
Philadelphia vireo (E. Y. and Q. Kramer); Septem- 
14, Connecticut warbler 
immature (Culver); 
in brown plumage 
(John Gillespie); September 7, lark sparrow 1 
(Choate) Media, Pa., August 6, snowy egret 1 
(Culver). Jurman K. Porter, Collingswood, New 


flocks—Jacobs and 


ber 22, Tennessee warbler 
1, red-headed woodpecker 1, 


September 23, blue grosbeak 


Jersey. 


CAROLINA REGION COASTAL SECTION—Tem- 
perature near normal, high of 100°F. September 
5-6. Charleston: low 60°F. Wilmington, September 
g. Rainfall slight- 
ly under normal, 
but Wilmington 
= had heavy rain 
— *| and 46 m.p.h. 
wind on August 1. 
MIGRATION— 
Small birds and 
shore birds fewer. 
barn 
swallow _ flights 
good; bobolinks abundant, 5000 passing a point in a 
half hour on September 7. Kingbirds less common. 
nighthawks decidedly off and for 
now; August 8, Cape Romain, first 
Hudsonian curlews (Baldwin); August 10, Back 
Bay, Va., and September 5, Cape Romain, first 
marsh hawk, (Grey, B.); August 25, Pea Island, 
500-600 skimmers (Mrs. Reed); August 19, Swans- 
boro, N. C., worm-eating warbler, infrequent mi- 
grant (McCulloch); August 25, Island, 40 
marbled godwits and 6 stilt sandpipers; August 
28, Back Bay, 2 stilt sandpipers. first recent Vir- 
ginia record (Mackenzie, August 29, Back 
Bay, a myrtle early (Grey). Cape 
Romain, August 22, first solitary sandpiper; August 
25, first black duck and blue-winged teal. 
NESTING—July 19, Back Bay, first Virginia rec- 
ord for breeding blue-wings (G.), July 20, Cape 
Romain, Louisiana heron’s nest with eggs and a 
Louisianas and snowies; August 2, 11 
August 21, 5 downy 


South 
CLUB. 


\ Carolina / 


. J 
Crames a) 
f — Charleston, 


several years 
flock of 15 


Pea 


Grey); 


warbler, very 


downy 
nests of roval tern, 1 egg each; 


few 


young Florida gallinules, a few small skimmers 
and downy young brown pelicans (550 this season, 
double last year’s crop); August 25, 10 downy wood 
ducks (B.); September 7, Summerville, S. C., brood 
of wood thrushes, not long awing (Gadsden). 
UNUSUALS—July 22, 3 immature glossy ibises, 
near Southport, -later driven off by storm ol 
August 2 (Jones); July g1-August 3, Wrightsville 
Beach, N. C., 5 Audubon’s shearwaters and 5 man- 
o’-war birds (Coffey); August 10, Edisto Beach, 
S. C., 1 man-o’-war bird (fide Sprunt); August 11- 
12, Lake Waccamaw, N. C., 1 immature white ibis 
(Mitchell); August 12 and 29, Back Bay, 1 golden 
plover, first in 10 years (Grey); August 21, Cape 
Romain, 1 white pelican (B., Chamberlain) first 
since 1939; August 25, Pea Island, 1 avocet, occa- 
sional on this coast (Mrs. R.). 
POPULATION—Early September, upper Cooper 
River, S. C., about 100 turkeys, 40 in one flock on 
one plantation (Ellis). 
BEHAVIOR-—Sullivan’s Island, 4 ospreys catch- 
ing fish in area seined by a dozen men (Bischoff). 
INTERIOR SECTION—Temperature about nor- 
mal at Raleigh and Columbia, except hot spell 
first week of September, reaching 100° at both 
places. Rainfall at Columbia, normal for period 
but August 3.65 below; Raleigh, August normal, 
but two weeks at each end 2.60 below. 
NESTING—At Columbia (Mrs. Charles) 61 nests 
of 11 species, two-thirds of them successful; only 
2 or 3 robins’ nests noted; orchard oriole feeding 
young July 24; last wood thrushes left nest August 
11; last cardinals on the 16th; Statesville, young 


song sparrows in nest, September 8 (Miss Ander- | 


son); Raleigh, goldfinch’s nest with young, August 
30 (John Coffey); New London, field sparrows’ 
nests, one with young, other with eggs, August 2. 

MIGRATION—American egrets and little blue 
herons at Raleigh and Greensboro (Tom Zapf). 
Greensboro, first solitary sandpiper, August 2, 
worm-eating warbler 23rd, golden-winged, 25th, 
Baltimore oriole, 29th, chestnut-sided warbler, Sep- 
tember 9, Bewick’s wren, 15th. Raleigh, 6th, mag- 
nolia_ warblers, blue-winged teal, semipalmated 
plovers, barn and tree swallows. No nighthawks 
noted at Raleigh, but Miss Anderson saw 75-100 
at Brevard, August 24 and D. L. Wray found them 
common at Lincolnton on the 15th. New London 
(John Trott) female Baltimore oriole, August 27, 
joo swifts on the 25th, black-billed cuckoo, Septem- 
ber 8; Columbia, last purple martin, August 7, 
orchard oriole, 19th, first black and white warb- 
ler, July 23, redstart, August 13. 

UNUSUAL-—Snowy egrets at Raleigh, July 29, 2 
on August 27, several, Greensboro, September 2, 
one; full-plumaged male lesser scaup at Greensboro, 
August 4; Columbia, male painted bunting, July * 
(Mrs. Stull); New London, 2 male cerulean warb- 
lers, July g1; Highland, (Miss Stewart) American 
egret, August 6. 
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BEHAVIOR—Mocksville, N. C., Mrs. Charles 
heard a field sparrow repeat its song 43 times with- 
out a pause; Columbia, wood thrush in full song 
in late July, and occasionally up to August 19. E. 
B. CHAMBERLAIN, Charleston Museum; and C. S. 
BRIMLEY, N. C. Department of Agriculture, Raleigh, 
N. C.* . 

* (Correction—Re page 5, September-October 
1944 issue. The white-throated sparrows stayed in 
Wray’s garden until July 6 instead of June 6 as mis- 
printed in report.) 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION Normal tem- 
peratures prevailed throughout period. Latter half 
of July, very dry; August, 50% excess rainfall, with 
3.32 inches of rain on 
13th and more than one 
inch on each of 3 other 
days; September, one inch 
of rain on 8th and 6.64 
inches on 10th. Minor 
tropical disturbance, max- 
imum wind velocity about 
50 miles per hour, passed 
just west of Pensacola on 
10th, with negligible dam- 
age and no _ noticeable 


Pensacola region 
Fior:da —- 


Gulf oF /Mexico 


effect on bird life. Up- 
land ponds full, sometimes overflowing, throughout 
period. 

MIGRATION—Mid-July appearance of shore 
birds very poor, and observers handicapped by mil- 
itary restrictions on beaches. Unprecedented warb- 
ler flight in coastal woods on July 23—black and 
white (common), yellow (4), cerulean (2), redstart 
(4). Black tern, common all summer with a great 
preponderance of gray birds (approx. 100 to 1), 
showed a marked increase of black birds on July 
30, indicating migratory influx. Eastern kingbird 
conspicuously in migration on August 27, travelling 
in small groups of 5 to 10 birds. Good condition 
of upland ponds favored normal numbers of lesser 
yellow-legs and solitary sandpipers, in contrast to 
total absence of solitaries in this period in 1943. 

Arrival dates—July 16, black and white warbler; 
July 22, yellow warbler (earliest ever recorded, by 
2 days), spotted and pectoral sandpipers, upland 
plover; July 23, redstart (earliest ever recorded, by 
9 days), cerulean warbler (very rare—earliest ever 
recorded, by 10 days), greater yellow-legs; July 26, 
lesser yellow-legs; July 30, sanderling (in nuptial 
plumage—gray birds had been present all summer), 
least sandpiper, semipalmated plover; August 3, 
barn swallow; August 20, sora (one killed in mi- 
gration on Pensacola Bay bridge—earliest ever re- 
corded, by 13 days); September 3, Blackburnian 
warbler (very rare) ; September 7, rose-breasted gros- 
beak (Mrs. A. L. Whigham—earliest ever recorded, 
by 7 days); September 11, catbird (Mrs. Whigham). 


FIELD NOTES 


Departure dates—August 26, least tern; Septem- 
ber g, orchard oriole (latest ever recorded, by 2 
days), broad-winged hawk, Wilson’s plover. 

NESTING—August 27, Mississippi kite feeding 
full-grown young away from nest. Late nesting of 
Carolina wren: eggs hatched August 24, young birds 
left nest September 1 (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke). Sep- 
tember 2, red-headed woodpecker still feeding 
young (Mrs. Whigham); September 7, cardinal still 
feeding young (Mrs. Whigham). 

BEHAVIOR—In last days of period, white-eyed 
vireo and Carolina wren in full song; Florida chick- 
adee, tufted titmouse and parula warbler heard in 
occasional song; mockingbird tuning up for fall 
song period. 

CASUALS—Red-breasted merganser, single crip- 
ple seen July 30, August 20 and September g—in 
same place and probably one of same birds re- 
ported in preceding period. Common loon, single 
cripple seen August 6 and 27.—Francis M. WEsTON, 
2006 E. Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


OHIO-MICHIGAN REGION The weather of 
this period was dry and hot although relieved 
somewhat by local thunderstorms of considerable 
severity in August. Many lakes and rivers were 
low enough to offer attractive shore-bird territory 
for the first time in more than a year. 

MIGRATION-—Little blue herons, rare late-sum- 
mer visitors in this region appeared early in August 
at a number of Ohio and Michigan localities. All 
were in white plumage. 

The numbers were not large, as is evidenced by 
best counts of 14 near Youngstown (Cook, Stewart), 
8 near Toledo and 6 near Cuyahoga Falls (Smith). 
This increase, although not too impressive, taken 
in connection with peaks noted at Toledo in 1930, 
1934 and 1939, suggests a cycle. 

American egrets seem to be increasing slowly. 
This year a few were seen in almost every suitable 
area, and in the larger marshes along Lake Erie 

as many as 80 are 
I~ 1 “SS sometimes seen at one 

+ time. 

Only two snowy 
egrets were reported, 
both near Toledo, one 
in Monroe County, 
Michigan, August 12, 
(Campbell) and one at 
the Ohio shore of Lake 
Erie, August 27 and 
September 2 (Stearns, 
Van Camp). 

Since the duck nest- 
ings throughout most 
of this region were not 
very successful this 
year, it was not sur- 
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prising that gatherings of late August and early 
September gave little promise of the large flight 
predicted from northern grounds. 

In spite of the availability of flats 


beaches exposed by falling lake and river levels, 


mud and 
most observers express disappointment at the shore- 
bird migration. Wilson's snipe remain quite scarce. 
It is noteworthy, that un- 
common species, western sandpipers were reported 


however, among the 
at several points, and stilt sandpipers were distinct- 
ly more numerous than usual. ‘Thirty-five in one 
flock near Toledo on September 3 approaches the 
greatest number seen here previously. 

4 remarkable concentration of black 
sand bar in Lake Erie near Toledo contained 
birds on August 26. 

Big flights of nighthawks werc 
places. Over the Hocking valley near 
southeastern Ohio, 200 were counted in fifteen min- 
utes, August 28 (Gier) 
ern Michigan was reached about September 1 (Pir- 
Poledo, 


terns on a 
1500 
seen al several 
Athens in 


Migration peak in south 


nie, Wing); and on September 3 at 600, 
a number without precedent here, 


some time over one stretch of the Maumee River. 


remained for 


several 
\ sec- 


A movement of northern warblers for 
days beginning August 13 was quite early. 
ond widespread wave occurred about September 2. 

ACCIDENTALS— Most 
of a black rail near Youngstown, 
erdinger, Cook). Shore-bird 
cluded the northern phalarope, September g (Van 
buff-breasted sandpipers, September 16 
marbled 


unusual was the report 
August 2 (Heim 
rarities at ‘Toledo in 
Camp): 2 
(Hicks): 


godwit, 


willet, August 6 and 12; and 
July go Phe black-backed 
through the summer near 
August 27.—HAROLD MAYFIFLD, 
Toledo, Ohio. 


gull which 
Toledo was 
3377 Park 


remained 
last seen 


wood Avenue, 


MIDDLE-WESTERN REGION The near drought 
condition, in that part of the region east of the 
Mississippi River, which prevailed at the beginning 
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of this period was broken temporarily when sub- 
stantial to heavy rains were received late in July. 
Precipitation in western Iowa, Nebraska and South 
Dakota was ideal for the production of food and 
cover. Heavy rains near the end of August re- 
stored needed moisture although low temperatures 
retarded the ripening of seeds. Early September 
normal. 


was neal 


MIGRATION—The northward flight of Ameti- 
can egrets along the Mississippi River occurred 
during the first week in June. Most of the birds 
left the upper districts by August 20. Only 300 
were noted in the Sabula, lowa, area where over 
300 occurred last year (Steele). On the Chautauqua 
Refuge, Ill, three American egrets appeared on 
May 8 and increased in numbers until an estimated 
2300 used the Refuge, being most common on July 
28 (Smith). At Calumet Lake, Chicago, Bartel 
counted 60 egrets flying over the lake on August 
11. Irving Burr found the egrets present at Lafay- 
ette, Ind., on August 6 with a maximum of 11 at 
Headley’s Pond on August 20. He also noted two 
immature little blue herons on August 6 and again 
on September 10. The first migrant ducks on the 
Chautauqua Refuge were eight blue-winged teal 
the end of the month, over 
2000 were present. Three pintails arrived on Au- 
gust 22. No fall migrant ducks had arrived -at 
Lansing, lowa, by the end of August. At Prairie 
du Chien, Wis., twenty-five miles south, wood ducks 
were beginning to bunch up, and it was estimated 
that 1500 were present in the district at the end 
of August. 

Larrabee 


on August 18. By 


reported a flock of 25 Franklin’s gulls 
on August 29 at Yankton, S. D., as the first fall 
migrants. A flock of 80 Caspian terns was seen at 
Wolf Lake near Chicago by Bartel on September 
3. The maximum seen last year was 14. Two black 
terns seen on September 10 at West Lafayette, Ind., 
were late migrants. During 40 continuous days of 
observation of shore birds at Calumet Lake, Chi- 
cago, Bartel banded 224 birds, of which 114 were 
semipalmated sandpipers. Fifty birds were seen 
on July 29; a peak of 150 noted during August 24- 
25. Semipalmated sandpipers reached their maxi- 
mum on August 24; semipalmated plover, August 
21-22; killdeer on August 17. One Baird’s sand- 
piper was banded August 18 and of g seen at Wolf 
Lake on August 20, one was captured and donated 
to the Brookfield Zoological Park. A_black-bellied 
plover was observed on August 25 and September 
10. A western sandpiper was captured on August 
18 and donated to the Brookfield Zoological Park 
and another was banded on August 25. A ruddy 
turnstone was banded September 2 and 2 were at 
Wolf Lake, September 3. A  buff-breasted sand- 
piper was at Wolf Lake, September 3. Two stilt 
sandpipers were seen by Irving Burr at West La- 
fayette, Ind., on September 3. 4 and 10. This is 
believed to be the second record for the State, the 
other having been on October 10, 1892. 

On August 26, Watson Beed and R. E. Griflith 
observed a flight of cedar waxwings on the Hori- 
con Refuge which numbered several thousand. 
Many of the birds were immature. Larrabee re- 
ported final departure dates at Yankton, South 
Dakota, as follows: eastern kingbird, September 
16; Arkansas kingbird, September 3; Bell’s virco, 
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september 1; warbling vireo, September 14; Balti- 
nore oriole, September 16; orchard oriole, August 
y. Allen Siegel noticed the first large mixed flock 
of warblers at Joliet, Ill., on August 19 and an 
prey on August 15. Milfred Smith noted two juv- 
eile bald eagles on August 2 at the Chautauqua 
Refuge, Ill. 

POPULATION—Along the Mississippi River in 
lowa and Wisconsin, Ray Steele reported that the 
wood ducks were not appreciably affected by high 
water and about normal numbers. 
Considerable nesting was done on tributary streams 
and on the bluffs. In the Cassville, Wis., district, 
wood ducks showed a 10 per cent while 
in the Bellevue, Iowa, district a 5 per cent decrease 
occurred. On the broods, the wood 
ducks averaged 8 young per brood. On the Chau- 
auqua Refuge, the broods were found to average 
6.9 birds. The first young were noted on June 16. 
By -August 6, at least 1400 wood ducks including 
Milfred 


occurred in 


increase, 


basis of 104 


adults and young were using the refuge. 

Smith noted them feeding on wild grapes. 
NESTING—An estimate of breeding waterfowl 
on the Horicon Refuge based on sample counts 
made in late May and June indicated about 500 


pairs of blue-winged teal, 50 nests each of mallards 


ind black ducks and 15 nests of wood ducks. 
Counts made in July and August showed these es- 
timates as satisfactory except for the black duck 
which was far too low. On the Chautauqua Ref- 
uge, a census of the 393 wood duck nesting boxes 
disclosed gs nests, of which 38 were successful, or 
jo per cent. Flood waters damaged 69, many of 
which had to be reinstalled and the sawdust nest- 
Raccoons and squirrels still 
In spite of the 


best 


ing material replaced. 
account for the principal losses. 
food damage, the nesting results were the 
since 1941. 

Karl Bartel observed an increase of 75 per 
in the house wrens at Blue Island, Il, attributable 
to the 27 bird houses placed in an area one-half 
mile square where only ten houses were previously 
At the same time, the bluebirds increased 
jo per cent. Whenever a brood was out of the 
house, the bluebirds and fought for the 
empty house; the house wren generally winning. 

Only 7 nests of the great heron on the 
Chautauqua Refuge were occupied although five 
others were started but not completed. It is prob- 
able that high water covered the materials suitable 
Two American egrets were noticed 
Two 


cent 


present. 
wrens 


blue 


for these nests. 
at the colony but were not seen on any nest. 
double-breasted cormorants were present through- 
out the period. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST—Milfred Smith found a 
flock of 22 lesser scaups remaining on the Chautau- 
qua Refuge into July. A Canada goose was seen 
in June and August, and a ruddy duck, unable to 
fy. was noted in July. 

\llan increase in* the 


Siegel reported a large 


NOTES 


number of purple martins in the vicinity of Joliet, 
Ill. He noticed that a martin roost, which last 
year held about 250 birds, on August 2 this year 
contained 475. He believed this roost was used 
only by local birds since few were seen at it after 
the middle of August. Larrabee reported the last 
southbound purple martins on August 28 at Yank- 
ton, S. D.—ELLEN THorNe Situ, Lake Forest, and 
Puiuie A. DuMownr, Evanston, Il. 


MINNESOTA REGION The summer continued 
cool with the only go plus temperatures from Au- 
The highest temperature was 100° 
at New Ulm on August 
10 and the lowest go° at 
New Ulm and _ Interna- 
tional Falls on September 
6. Frequent rains have 
kept the streams and lakes 
high. Minnehaha Falls has 
been a beautiful cascade 
since last spring and St. 
Anthony Falls in the Mis- 
sissippi River has been 
maintained at a_ higher 
than usual summer level. 

NESTING—Again _ this 


gust 2 to 13. 


MINNEAPOUS 


year Brother Hubert Lewis 
continued the study of the goldfinch nesting. One 
hundred and fifty nests were found, all but 7 of 
which were in thistles. Others were destroyed by 
storms. One hundred forty-two of the nests were 
within the St. Paul city limits. The first nest was 
under construction July 1:4, 16 days earlier than 
the first last year. The peak was about August 15. 
rhe “toleration distance” between nests was a lit- 
tle less than 50 feet, but other species might build 
nearer.—“In one case, a nest of young indigo bunt- 
ings occupied the nether branches of a thistle, 
while two feet above was a nest of voung gold- 
finches.” 

Mr. Rosenwinkel of St. Paul reports a nest with 
eggs of the black-billed cuckoo on the east side of 
the St. Croix River (Wisconsin) on August 26. 
While this is a rather late date, there are records 
of September nests in the Museum files. Mr. Ros- 
enwinkel spent two weeks in July as usual at 
Whitefish Lake, Crow Wing County, near the cen- 
ter of the state, and submits the following notes: 
vesper sparrow, nest with eggs, July 21: spotted 
sandpiper, nest with eggs, July 23: several turkey 
vultures seen; an osprey carrving a 214 pound fish; 
towhees unusually numerous but a scarcity of the 
usually common grackles, rose-breasted grosbeaks, 
long-billed marsh wrens and quails; on July 16 
and 19, a Lincoln's sparrow was seen and sang re- 
peatedly in the same locality, suggesting a nesting 


bird. There are as yet no reliable records of this 


bird nesting in Minnesota. 

Mr. Philip A. DuMont was at Gull Lake, Crow 
Wing County, from July 27 to August 2 and re- 
ports the usual non-breeding herring, ring-billed 
and Bonaparte’s gulls but with them on July 31 
was an immature Franklin's, which, for a bird of 
the year, seemed to be from any 
known nesting colony. But this gull is extending 
its range eastward like the Forster’s tern and new 
nesting places are likely to be found. Mr. DuMont 
also writes, “Philadelphia heard on 
several occasions and 2 birds were positively iden- 
tified on July 29.” 
Minnesota. 


rather far away 


vireos were 


The nest is yet to be found in 


I have recently had two letters from Mr. J. P. 
Jensen of Dassel, well over toward the eastern 
part of the state, calling attention to the eastward 
movement of the migration route of the Franklin’s 
gull. In former years this bird was known in east- 
ern Minnesota only as a stray migrant. Mr. Jensen 
reports as follows: 1932, first large flock on Sep- 
tember 28; the following year many flocks follow- 
ing the fall plows and soaring on high as over the 
western prairies; increasing in numbers yearly there- 
after: first summer records in 1944; September 25, 
1944, “thousands of Franklin’s gulls hawking for 
beetles over Dassel and Spring Lake in the evening, 
a wonderful sight, largest number ever observed 
here. About one-half were in immature plumage.” 
They were not reported at Minneapolis, so they 
must have passed southward over the open country 
farther west. 

Mr. Jensen also sends the following: “September 
15, 1944, a lone American egret seen in a slough 
east of Litchfield for several weeks with great blue 
herons (I saved this one from being shot as an al- 
bino great blue). September 28, g American egrets 
with one great blue heron in slough about five 
miles southwest of Dassel.” 


Mrs. Edward Sunde of Ironton, Crow Wing 
County, on July 2g, saw g sandhill cranes passing 
over that place; interesting because of the number 
and a midsummer record in that part of the 
State. 

Mr. Whitney Eastman of Minneapolis sends the 
following note: July 28, at Potato Lake, Park 
Rapids, Hubbard County, a family of barn owls 
with young nearly full grown. This is our farthest 
north nesting record. 

From Dr. Olga Lakela of the State Teachers Col- 
lege at Duluth came the following records: From 
August 23 to 27 on Minnesota Point, golden and 
black-bellied plovers, more semipalmated plovers 
than usual, Baird’s sandpipers (fairly frequent), 
sanderling and 8 buff-breasted sandpipers. On 
September 10, 3 dozen black-bellied plovers and on 
the 24th, over 20 golden plovers and g black-bellied, 
with sanderlings and Baird’s sandpipers. First lap- 


land longspurs on September 10. Mrs. Olin of 
Duluth reported seeing a knot on the Point on 
August 25—a rare migrant in Minnesota. THomas 
S. Roperts, Director, Minnesota Museum of Na- 
tural History, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


UTAH REGION The extremely humid spring 
and summer as reported for the last period was 
followed by a greater extreme of aridity for this 
one, reaching backward into the 
former period and extending two 
weeks beyond this one. 
On September go we re 
ceived our first rain in 
g6 days. Temperatures 
were high after July 1 
and continued until Au 
Doevee « gust 20 when a sharp 
break was noted for a 

a) few days, when normal 
summer temperatures re- 
turned and _ continued 
throughout September. 

Despite the high temperature and the absence 
of rain, the country has kept unusually green. The 
streams, ponds and lakes are higher than for many 
years and snow banks in the Wasatch Mountains 
are still visible from Salt Lake valley. 

That it has been a good year for the local breed- 
ing waterfowl is probably attested to by damage 
claims brought for adjustment to the Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Neither has there been any serious 
outbreak of botulism that generally plagues the 
region during drought and high temperatures. Nor 
do I see that the hot weather or drought has very 
much affected the usual migration dates of our 
birds, though Vanez T. Wilson, Superintendent of 
Bear River Refuge, reports less pintails for the 
period than for last year and that baldpates ar- 
rived a little earlier and Ross Leonard of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service is of the same opinion. 

White pelican—No noticeable increase this year, 
still present in considerable numbers at Bear River 
Refuge (Wilson). 

White-faced glossy ibis—i500 pairs nested on 
Bear River Refuge, mostly gone by September 15 
(W.); still common about Salt Lake valley at end 
of the period. 

Canada goose—Increase noted at Bear Lake and 
Bear River Refuge, Ogden and Farmington Bay 
refuges, also at New State Gun Club. 

Ducks—Mallards abundant everywhere, pintails 
arrived at Bear River Refuge the first week in 
August, with the peak on September 15, 400,000 
(Wilson); abundant about New State, September | 
(Cox). Many high flying, non-stop flocks noted by 
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Warden T. S. Terry during August. Baldpates did 
not show in any numbers at Bear River Refuge 
until September 1 and had not reached their peak 
by October 1 (W.); green-winged teal, 300,000 on 
September 1 (W.); shovellers, September 15, 35,000 
Bear River Refuge (Wilson). 

Shore birds—Departures—Long-billed curlew and 
willets nearly all gone by August 13, Audubon 
Society’s field trip to Farmington Bay; 10 snowy 
plovers on August 13, 11 Wilson’s phalaropes on 
August 28 (L.). 

Arrivals—Sixty marbled godwits and 2 greater 
yeliow-legs, Farmington Bay, July 16 (R. Selander). 
Six pectoral and 10 Baird’s sandpipers and 100 
northern phalaropes were additional migrants listed 
by the society on August 13; 300 western sand- 
pipers observed at different points. No large con- 
centrations or flights of Wilson’s or northern phal- 
aropes were noted this year along the shores of 
Great Salt Lake though I made three trips to 
generally favored points. Our g local breeding shore 
birds were all represented this year but if the 
northern birds came this way in any numbers, 
they were missed by our group. 

Hawks—Only one outstanding report, a concen- 
tration of some 4-500 Swainson’s on the military 
reservation, west of Camp Kearns in Salt Lake 
valley. Sergeant Arthur A. Hart reported the hawks 
during the first week in August. He examined a 
number of birds which had been shot and had the 
opportunity of seeing the entire flock in the air 
during maneuvers. Civilians are excluded from the 
area, but I saw 75 of these birds from a road west 
of the military grounds on August 13. 

Gulls—Most of the California gulls were gone by 
\ugust 15, ring-bills were fairly common on the 
same date and Franklin’s still on Bear River Refuge 
at end of period. 

Swallows—Only one large migration noted, an 
estimated flock of 10.000 bank swallows observed 
on August 17 at Geneva, Utah County (R. Selander). 

Vireos—Warbling vireo, rarely seen as a straggler 
after August 1, 150 were seen near Meuller’s Park 
on September 10. I have one other September rec- 
ord for one bird. 

Warblers—Yellow warblers left Salt Lake City two 
weeks early as August 8 is my last city recorded 
date and only one other in the country on the 
igth, while the record for 15 years carries them 
bevond August 20. Audubon’s and Macgillivray’s 
still noted on breeding grounds to end of period 
migration of Macgillivrav’s noted after 
{ugust 20. 

Blackbirds—Yellow-headed still abundant at 
of period. Late nesting. August 5, robins feeding 
very small voung in nest at Brighton. On August 
26, robin feeding out of nest in Salt Lake City. 

Rarities—Albino white-faced glossy ibis observed 
at Decker’s Lake by Sergeant Arthur A. Hart and 
C. W. Lockerbie, seen at south end of 


but a 


end 


also one 


FIELD NOTES 


Salt Lake valley among a large flock of ibises by 
J. Donald Daynes. C. W. Lockersir, 223 West oth 
South Street, Salt Lake City 4, Utah. 


TEXAS COASTAL REGION 
as complete as it should be. ‘The usual war-made 
troubles have seriously crippled bird observation 
in a region notable for 
acces. ty the richness of its bird 
population and for the 
scarcity of bird ob- 
servers. The present re- 
port is based almost 
entirely on the records 
of Mrs. Conger Hagar 
of Rockport and Mr. 
A. K. McKay of Cove. 

July was the hottest July since 1892 and almost 
the driest. The summer as a whole (with an aver- 
age daily temperature of 84.6°) was the hottest 
since 1902. Up to the last four days of August 
practically no rain fell during the entire period. 
But August 28-31 brought 6.08 inches of rain, and 
lighter rains came on September 4-5. Cooler weather 
(69° minimum) arrived with the August rains and 
more cool weather followed, September 7-11, but 
by September 15 the excessive heat had returned. 

LOCAL MIGRATIONS-—Interesting local migra- 
tions always occur in late summer. One of the 
most noticeable of these is the regular northward 
drift into the upper Galveston Bay region of birds 
that have bred at least forty or fifty miles to the 
south along the beaches of the Gulf. All the follow- 
ing birds appeared at Cove, for the first time since 
spring, on the dates mentioned, and all breed 
along the Gulf beaches: brown pelican and reddish 
egret, September 10; gull-billed tern, August 10; 
Forster’s tern, July 18; least tern, July 31; black 
skimmer, August 5. 

Ducks—Fulvous tree and mottled ducks 
successful breeding season. ‘The usual early 
grants from the north came in normally; the first 
pintail flock in the upper Galveston Bay region, 
September 9g, blue-winged teal on August 9; shov- 
eller at Cove on August 15. Lesser scaup at Rock- 
port, August 8, were about a month early, and a 
canvas-back there on July 23 was phenomenal. 

Hawks—One sparrow hawk came into Houston 
with the rain of August 28, but the species was not 
seen again in Houston until September 5, and at 
Cove, Rockport and 20 miles south of Houston, 
September 8. Migrant marsh hawks appeared at 
Cove, August 20, and twenty-five miles south of 
Houston, September 12. arrived 
at Cove, August 16; Cooper’s hawk at Cove, August 
26; and pigeon hawk at Rockport, September 10. 
All these dates are about normal. 

Shore birds—Though Rockport is more than 200 
of Cove, autumn arrivals of shore 
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birds (and several other water birds) in the former 
place usually precede those in the latter. 
some dates: semipalmated plover, Rockport, July 
23, Cove, August 20; spotted sandpiper, Rockport, 
July 22, Cove, August 5; lesser yellow-legs, Rock- 
port and Cove, July 20; greater Rock 
port, July 23, Cove, 
Rockport, July 15, Cove, July 17. 

Perching birds—Autumn arrivals as follows: east- 
kingbird, Rockport, August 22; crested fly- 
catcher, Rockport, September 10; phoebe, Rockport, 
September 10; olive-sided flycatcher, Cove, August 
27; tree Cove, August 5, Rockport, July 
16; barn swallow, Cove, August 2, Houston, August 
12; bank swallow, Rockport, September 1, Houston, 
August 12; blue-gray gnatcatcher, Cove, August 15; 
white-rumped shrike, Rockport, August 23; migrant 
shrike, Rockport, August go; red-eyed vireo, Cove, 
September 2; blue-winged warbler, Cove, September 
10; golden-winged warbler, September 3: 
yellow warbler, August r water thrush, Cove, 
September 1; Louisiana water-thrush, Cove, August 
14 (second autumn record there in about twenty 
years); Wilson’s warbler, Rockport, August 22; Ken- 
tucky warbler, Cove, September 2; Connecticut warb 
ler, Cove, September 2; yellow-breasted chat, Cove, 
from September 1, but one heard there August 27; 
hooded warbler, Cove, August 27; Canada warbler, 
Cove, September 3; redstart, Cove, September 10; 
Baltimore oriole, Cove, September 4, Rockport, 
September 10. 

Other migrants—American bittern, Houston, Sep- 
tember 14; black tern, Rockport, July 22, Cove, 
July 26; yellow-billed cuckoo, migrating at Rock- 
port, August 18; chuck-will’s-widow, Cove, July 
26, and August 13-15; belted kingfisher, Cove, Sep 
tember 1, Rockport, August 31. 

BREEDING—Killdeer’s nest with 4 eggs at Cove, 
July 17; cardinal’s nest with young birds at Cove, 
July 16. Georce G. WitutaMs, The Institute, 
Houston, Texas. 
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SAN FRANCISCO REGION The meager portion 
of last winter’s rain which was available for shallow- 
rooted plants came late in April. This was fol- 
lowed by a _ remarkably 
cool summer which so 
slowed the drying out that 
vegetation stayed green 
much longer than was ex- 
pected. Even the leaves of 
buckeye trees which nor- 
mally fall in the spring 
were still on the trees and 
green through August. 
rhis kind of summer per- 
mitted birds to continue 
~~ their nesting and to re 
% | main on the _ nesting 

ground in large numbers. 
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[hese favorable condition were terminated abruptly 
at the end of August and in early September by 
periods of weather too hot for the usual activities 
of many small species. At this time there was great 
reduction of bird numbers at least in the drier 
localities and probably caused by their departure 
to more suitable places. 

Observations on water birds have been numerous 
enough again to show main trends in movements 
and changes in numbers. White pelican, Carmel 
River-mouth, 7 on August 15, Point Lobos, 1 on 
August 20 (Williams), Dumbarton Bridge, about 
200 on July go (Kelly); snowy egret, bridge near 
mouth of Salinas River, September 5 (K.); white 
winged scoter, Asilomar, September 8 (K.); ruddy 
duck, Monterey, female with 12 young, less than 
half grown on July 28 (W.); coot, Monterey, 3 
adults feeding young on July 28 (W.); snowy 
plover, Dumbarton Bridge, 2 on July go (K); 
semipalmated plover, Dumbarton Bridge, about 12 
on July go (K.); surf bird, Asilomar, g on Septem 
ber 6 (K.); ruddy turnstone, Asilomar, 4 on Sep 
tember 6 (K.); black turnstone, Asilomar, 200 on 
September 6 (K.); long-billed curlew, Dumbarton 
Bridge, about 36 on July go (K.); spotted sand 
piper, Moss Landing, September 5 (K.); wandering 
tattler, Asilomar, 4 on September 6 (K.); greater 
yellow-legs, Alameda, 3 on September 10 (K.) ; pec 
toral sandpiper, Carmel River-mouth, 1 on August 
12 (W.); Baird's sandpiper, Carmel River-mouth, 
3 on August 12, 1 on August 15 and t on August 
23 (W.); dowitcher, bridge near mouth of Salinas 
River, large number on September 5 (K.); godwit, 
bridge near mouth of Salinas River, large number 
on September 5 (K.); Wilson’s phalarope, Carmel 
River-mouth, 1 on August 12 (W.); northern phala 
rope, Dumbarton Bridge, July go (K.), Carmel 
River-mouth, 5 on August 12 (W.); short-billed 
gull, Carmel River-mouth, 1 feeding on August 
24, an especially early occurrence (W.); least tern, 
Moss Landing, September 5 (K.). 

Several mentions of nesting activity in the period 
seem late even for a favorable season. Samples are 
the following: western flycatcher, Carmel High- 
lands, nest with 3 eggs on July 17 (Williams); 
rough-winged swallow, Point Lobos, adults taking 
food into hole in bank on August 5 and feeding 
a young one out of the nest on August 8 (W.); 
robin, Berkeley, last young being fed on August 
24 (Harwell); Arizona hooded oriole, Oakland, 
female feeding young on July 22 (Brock); green: 
backed goldfinch, mouth of San Jose Creek, near 
Point Lobos, female feeding young in nest on 
August 17 (W.); white-crowned sparrow, Carmel, 
adult feeding streaked breasted young out of nest 
on September 5 (W.). 

Last records for summer birds tend to be a little 
earlier than for other years. Olive-sided flycatcher, 
Dimond Park Canyon, 3 on August 6 (Brock); 
russet-backed thrush, Berkeley, last heard on 
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August 26 (Harwell), eating berries of Cotoneaster 
orientalis on September 11 (Allen) ; Arizona hooded 
oriole, Alameda, last seen by Mrs. Hamilton in 
garden on August 20 (Kelly); lazuli bunting, five 
miles east of Hayward, August 14 (Brock), Hastings 
Reservation, August 31 (Linsdale). 

Mention of arrival and migration dates for land 
birds is notable for scarity. Most of the species 
apparently had not been detected by mid-Septem- 
ber. Townsend’s warbler, Carmel Highlands, 4 on 
August 27 (Williams); hermit warbler, Berkeley, 
September 15 (J. T. Allen). 

Several miscellaneous reports are of interest for 
occurrence of species at times and places which 
extend our acquaintance with them. White-tailed 
kite, three miles west of Sonoma, 1 on August g 
(Harwell); band-tailed pigeon, Ranger Station in 
Cedar Grove, Sequoia National Park, more than 
20 on July 25 (H.): Say’s phoebe, vicinity of Point 
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out 12 
eptem Lobos, 1 on September 14 (Williams); red-breasted 
1 Sep nuthatch, Hilgard Avenue, Berkeley, 2 on Sep- 


tember 12 (H.); tricolor red-wing, Carmel Valley, 
1,500 in a flock on September 15 (W.); western 
tanager, Alameda, July 16, Mount Tamalpais, 2 on 
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Pre August 20 (Kelly).—Jran M. Linspar, Hastings 
reatel Reservation, Jamesburg Route, Monterey, Calif. 
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W.); MIGRATLION—Observations include: July 17, San 
oust Gabriel River area, 10 rough-winged swallows, red- 
5 . . 
Ae shouldered hawk, lazuli bunting; July 18 to August 


3. San Gabriel River area, the elusive yellow-billed 
cuckoo was seen or heard half a dozen times; July 


een 


near 
on 23, San Gabriel River area, young olive-backed 
mel, thrushes were noted with parents; July 23, a wave 


of wood pewees observed in this area (C.): July 
27, San Gabriel River area, Traill’s flycatcher heard 
(Mrs. C.); July 28, Santa Barbara, 3 young western 


nest 


ittle 

her livcatchers left nest, second brood (Rhett); July 

ck); 30, Redondo Beach, 30 Hudsonian curlews (Shu- 

on art); July go, Pasadena area, 2 Vaux’s swifts visited 
same place as last vear on the same date (Quattle- 
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baum); August 13, San Gabriel River area, a 
screech owl heard (Mrs. C.); August to September 
barn swallows were numerous throughout southern 
California; August 13, San Diego, Texas nighthawk 
(Hill); August 13 to September 4, 50 wood ibises 
paid their annual visit to Carlsbad (Shearer, Guest, 
Hood); August 17, San Gabriel River area, first of 
season’s rufous or Allen’s hummingbird was ob- 
served (1 female, species indeterminable in the 
field) (C.); August 22 and September 3g, del Rey, 
duck dawk (Kent, Shuart); August 28, Santa Bar- 
bara, Lincoln's sparrow was banded (Rhett); Sep- 
tember 1, Bolsa Chica, 12 baldpates (C.); Septem- 
ber 2, 20,000 pintails, 300 cinnamon teal, goo pine 
siskins were estimated at Big Bear; and William- 
son's sapsuckers, pion jays and Clark’s nutcrackers, 
commonly confined to the higher ridges, inhabited 
lower levels near the lake. This is possibly due to 
the dry weather there (D.); September g, mountain 
chickadees, ordinarily found at higher elevation, 
browsed in the San Diego yards (Abbott); black 
and ruddy turnstones, wandering tattlers and Cas- 
pian terns occurred from Santa Barbara to Laguna 
Beach; September 11, Orange, and September 12, 
Colton, belted kingfisher (Hanna); abundant are 
willets, sanderlings, Heermann’s gulls; seemingly 
in moderate numbers are: black-bellied plovers, 
northern phalaropes, marbled godwits, avocets, 
spotted sandpipers, Caspian terns and semipalmated 
plovers. 

POPULATION—No coots were seen this season 
at del Rey (Hastings); great flocks of Brewer's 
blackbirds roam about at Banning (Wilson); green 
herons abound in the San Gabriel River area and 
American egrets, sparrow hawks, black-headed gros- 
beaks, bush-tits, mourning doves, green-backed and 
American goldfinches, house finches, red-shafted 
flickers and mockingbirds throughout the Los An- 
geles area; phainopeplas are nesting more and 
more in the Los Angeles area and robins are de- 
creasing from year to year at Big Bear (D.); July 
23, Hesperia, pair of Scott’s orioles, 8 cactus wrens 
(C.); Mrs. Young reports white-rumped = shrikes 
cover the Pasadena territory and we believe this is 
true of the whole Los Angeles area and the desert; 
July 24, del Rev, a black swan (Shuart); this species 
flies from lake to lake and may become a part of 
Upper Newport Bay, 20 
Pasadena, 3 


our avifauna; August 19, 
great blue herons (C.); September 1, 


golden eagles (Q.); September 1, Redondo Beach, 
burrowing owl (C.). 
NESTING—July 23, San Gabriel River area, 


thrushes out of nest, fed by 
parents (C.); July 23, cliff swallows gathering mud 
and other nesting material, voung western meadow- 
lark, 3 young clapper rails (Groner, White); July 
28. Santa Barbara, 3 young western fivcatchers left 
nest, (R.): July 30, Buckhorn Flats, 
young of monutain quail, wood pewee, robin, west- 
goldfinch, Oregon 


young olive-backed 


second brood 


ern bluebird, green-backed 


junco, Cassin’s finch, white-headed woodpecker, 
Clark’s nutcracker (Pangborn, Eckler); 
least terns nesting, July 24, Ballona Creek, go pairs 
(Preisker, Stultz, Eckler) and July 30, Santa Bar- 
bara, egg in one nest, 20 pairs with flying young 
(R.); August 2, San Diego, newly hatched egg 
shell of mourning dove found (Huey); August 3, 
Upper Newport Bay, 6 young black-necked stilts 
(C.), September 9, del Rey, 60 pairs (Preisker, 
Stultz); at Plummer Park 3 pairs hooded orioles 
raised young (Stultz); August 6 and September 9, 
Pasadena, male hooded oriole feeding young cow- 


Groner, 


bird (Q.); August 12, Altadena, band-tailed pigeon 
feeding young (Stultz); August 15, Buckhorn Flats 
green-tailed towhee nesting (Shearer); September 
10, Pasadena, California woodpecker feeding young 
in nest (Q.). 

RARITIES—During July and August, 2 Baird's 
sandpipers were often seen on the sandy shore at 
Redondo Beach (Shuart); August 22, del Rey, 4 
lesser yellow-legs (K.); September 14, Mrs. Morain 
reports an American redstart in her yard at Los 
Angeles. J. H. ComBy, Box 378F, Route 3, Whittier, 
Calif. 


NOTICE 


Due to increased costs of paper, printing and 
distribution, we find it necessary to put this Edi- 
tion (containing four Season Reports, a Breeding 
Bird Census and a Christmas Count) on a self 
supporting basis and will, therefore, make an addi 
tional charge of $1 per year for them. 

Beginning with this issue, the second section will 
carry the title of dudubon Field Notes, and in 1945 
the schedule of publication will be as follows: 


Jan.-Feb—FALL MIGRATION 


March-April—45th CHRISTMAS COUN 
Viay-June—WINTER SEASON 


July-August—SPRING MIGRATION 
Sept.-Oct.—-NESTING SEASON 
Nov.-Dec.—NINTH BREEDING BIRD CENSUS 
Members, when renewing membership in future, 
will need to include an extra dollar if they wish 
to receive this Edition in two sections. Subscribers, 
as distinct from members, may renew subscriptions 
in future for the National Edition of the magazine 
(without the end section) for $2 per annum ($2.25 
foreign) , or for the Regular Edition (with the end 
section) for $3 per annum (33.25 foreign). 
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